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T H E  


TNTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST 

CONGRESS. 


Amsterdam, 1 S 3 0 7 .  

The Congress opened on Monday morning, Auglist 36, 1907, 
preseiit about a hundred, iccluding eighty delegibtes, F G S ~h~ro~tB 
presiding. Several suggestions were at once put forcva1.d for tlie 
identification of those present, FRIEDEBEROproposing a list of groups 
represented, and NACrrT the ideutificatior~ of individuals by iiii~tual 
acquaintance at the tables. The latter was adopted and carried out. 
Discussion of the agenda was then taken, it having been proposed by 
several comrades that the item '' Anti-Militarism '' be struck o f  because 
the Anti-Militarist Congress was announced for. Friday of that week. 
Some were for inviting the Anti-Jlilitarist Congress to join the 
Anarchist Congress for the discussion of this important matter, others 
for taking it immediately, others again for adjourning while the other 
Congress was sitting in order that all might attend. The sitting WRS 

suspended for ten minutes, after which it was agreed to m:tke clear t h e  
9narchist views of Anti-Militarism on the Friday morning, and then t o  
adjourn for the Anti-Xilitarist Congress. 

Reports of delegates were then called for. 
THONAR,for Belgium, described the niovement in that country as 

awakening to a new activity in  sympathy with the rousing of the 
masses. The groups we1.e not actually federated, b u t  i t  had been found 
aeeessary to form a central fund for building up i t  circul:tting libiwy 
and a large stock of literature. 'l'liis was carried about thecouutry, and 
pamphlets sold bro.tdc,tst. The Centrd fund WAS :ilso usecl for the 
important work of lielpiI ig deserters. 

VOHBYZEK,for Bohemia, reported that the movtmellt l i d  bdeu iu 
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12,0W, a n d  the). 11nd also piiblished fifty to  sixty pamphlets. T h e  
niobt irnportalit, woi k a t  tha t  time was among the  peasants, t o  whom 
they were prearliirig SyndicaliFm* as a means of emancipation. 
Ailarchism was very wide spread in  t h e  workers’ Syndicates ; in  fact, 
the  two most irnport,nnt Syndialtes in  tlie counti~y,the Miners’ and 
the  Weavers’, h;ld an Anarchiat ma,jority, and were conducted on 
Anarchist principles-that is, by voluntary subscriptions. 

SAMSON,for the  Dutch Federation of Anarchist Communist groups, 
gave a list of many pamphlets published by them, and of six newspapers 
with an average ciixwlaticn of over 1,000. Besides these there were 
six other more 01’ lew revolutionary orgms in the  country, oiie 
published by Domela Nieriwetiliuis, one Humanitarian Anarchist,, o w  
Anti-militarist, one Syndicalirt, one Christian A i i i ~ ~ ~ c l i i ~ t . ,one forarid 
Land Na.tiona.lisation throngli Direct Action. l’liey foiii~tl tliat t.hr 
best means of propaganda in  the tomns was to take a st,iill iri the 
market and sell l i t  e!,ature like vegetables. 

A Dutch comrade, who rose t o  supplement this i,eport, decl;ii.rd t Il : i t  

there  were seventy-two groups in IIolisnd not iricliitleli i i i  t.lle Fedei-a
tion. He also maintained t h a t  t h e  Federation orily siiplm.ted onr  
out of tho six papers, the other five being run  by non-tederated groups.

DUNOIS,on behalf of t*hecomrades of French-Swit,zerlaiid, derei.ibet.i 
tlie moremeut as unoiypnised in t h a t  country up  to  1906, wheu n 
Congress was called wliich resulted in t h e  formation of the  present 
Anarchist Communist Federation. Every group has n secretary, whose 
business is en t i tdg  rorrespondence, and who is constantly in touch 
with the  same (and t lie only) “ officei*” of the  Federation. The Swiss 
A1i:ircliists a re  findiiig tlieir chief sphere of actioii in the  Syndicates. 
They were influential in the  great strike of the chocolate workers, 
which, begiiiriiiig a s  a sectioiiul strike on behalf of one man, developed 
irito a general strike of siicli importance tliat t h e  police and the  army 
were useless, and the  Ckwernment finally had to beg t h e  capitalists to 
give in. The comrades ei?ter the  Syndicates in  ortler to  bring on such 
btrikes and t o  pudi thcui towards expropiztion, arid at t h e  same t ime 
tliey oigariise among tLeuiselves for the  success of i,evolut.ion. 

IJACINSI~T,fur tlie foi eigii movement ill t h e  Vilited States, began
Ly i~einailiiiigtlint :III Aimrcliitit Congress in that  country, the politically 
ireest couiiti y iii tlie uotld, would IIOW be impossihlt-, The mooernent 
may be said to  dale fwu: tlie Corigi held iri 1884, althorigh f o r  some 
tiuie i t  was \)urely itltellectual and middle-class. The cotiditiori of t h e  

~ ~ . ~ ~ - ~~ 

i, This c.\pres&.u is ~;;;ud throughout as being less cumbersoac than 
6‘ Ikvd.tt;onai y ’J’iutle l‘n;c.;.is:n.” 
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proletariat was scarcely considereJ. Attentiori w:ts c;llled t.o the 
discontent and unrest among them by the action of Czolgosz. We vcrw 
absolutely unknown to Anarchists, yet, their attempt to  discass his 

l action, without praising it or blaming it,  WiXS med awinst, irldivicluals 
~ and the  movement. ‘I’tie organ of the  nioverneiit, 

on by German comrades when Nost  died, xiid has 
tion varying from 3,500 to 4,000. The ni;iiti lines of propaganda lire1 Syndicalism and the  General Strike, 

I GOLDXBN,for the  American m~~veirieiit,broiiglit :t l o ~ g  
account of the  situation in the  United States, mhicli she tllor~gbt 
advisable not to read as SO much time had been t:iken n p  with i,eports.

I (This paper is now being printed in  Illother* E w t k )  She described 

I how in her three journeys across t h e  Americitn Continent, visiting 


twenty-eiglit Sta.tes, she found Anarchists po i ips  all over tlie coririt,ry, 

. speaking every language from Dutch to  Jxpnnese. �$tit tlie prltdy


American movement, is very yoring in spite of t h e  stronx fot.eign iiiove

merit in its midst, t.he Yiddish comt~:des,for example, who recently 


I stxitetl R d d y  papei’. 1Ioi.e thnn anything e!se t>hefa.mous Ir1x:iwood 
trial has stimulated tlie prirely Americ;iii niovement, : L r i d  1:elpcrl to

! bring tlie initlclle-class ‘J.’olst,oya.nsinto touch with the brute f:r.cts of tlie 
social conditions. Besides Ll/otl/,e~*Bnwth, with :t monthly cii.cril:t

~ iion of 3,000 to 4,090, there is tlie l)errio,/sf/.nfoi., piil)listiec! ~ J Ythe 
Home Colony, and I,ihe7*ty, which is still devot,eil t o  t,l!e i r i f l i v i ( ?  !r;i.list 

I side of Bnarchisrn. -4s t o  the  fighting o r p i i i  ioiis of tlie ptxil,:t:ii.iiit, 
their hope in the Syoi.kers’ Federation is de It is i iow f r o n i  the 
West,ern Miners’ Uniou tha t  tlie beginning of a revo1iitionai.y i i i o r n 
ment may be expected. The E:ist is absoi*bed in comineici:rl :id 
political greed, but t h e  essential clinrxcteristic of t,he Weht is its 

I revoliitiona.ry spirit. Tooching on the difficnlties of Anni,chist p i ~ ~ p a -
1 ganda in the  Exst, she iristnnced the  Ctiminal Anarchy Lam of Yew 
i York, under which any person preaching A4nai.chism is liahle to 

imprisonment for ten years aiid 5,000 dollars ($1,000) fine, n.nd anyonej letting or allowing a hall to  be used for A narchist rrie,etings caii be sent 
I $0 prison for two years. 

At  this point telegrams were read bringing greetings from the 
Workers’ Friend Group and Germinal Gronp of I,o~idori,xiid from1I groups in Denmark, Westphalia, Geneva., Italy, mid Portugal. 

EAML-s then gyve a i,eport on the Austi inn niovement, covering the 
period from 1S9i until to-day. The nioveinent sriflerctl svvei-ely for 
some time from tlie cru:hing severity of the  po’i-e, and fi.oili the 
maliciow denuiici.itions of the  Social I3emocra:s. Snnrcliists i ~ e r e  
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impricoried and expelled for the most absurd trifles, and the opposition
sec t~oi~sand tendencies which arose within and sepai,nted themselves 
from the ranks of Social Democracy had nothing of Anarchism in  
them, but competed with tlie official party for the conquest of power 
over the workers. So i t  came about that during the period 1899-1904. 
there was practically no Annrchist movement among the German 
Austrians. Since then there has been a distinct revival, and especially 
during the past year, which has seen the:formation of numerous groups. 
These young groups ale just about to publish their own German 
Anarchist weekly.

LANGE,for Germany, descri 
way to arouse interest being th  
D i e  I ~ e ~ o l ~ i r t ~ o n t c ~ ,with a circulation ot D,UUU, ana u e v  A?icwCR?St,  witn 
1,800, iepresented the two lines of propaganda in Germany. But  n o  
revolutionary movement ceuld be looked for in that countiy while t he  
power of the Social Democrats remained what it is. It lies like a dead 
weight on the people, but there are already plentiful signs of its coming
disruption.

ROCKER,for the Jewish movement in England, reported that seven 
provipcial and four London groups took an active part in the life of 
the Jewish Trade Unions, of which there were eleven, regarding always 
Syndicalism as  a revolutionary means of emancipation. The best 
known paper, the Il’odevs’ K*ie izd ,  had a circulation of 2,500, and had 
been clearly Anarchist for sixteen years. Another more popular paper 
was G‘ewniml ,  printed in 48 pages, with 4,000 copies as an  average 
issue. Besides these they trusted ft great deal in pamphlets, of which 
over 30,000 had been sold. Their position was often made difficult by 
the fact of their being foreigners, and on account of the exaggerated 
prejudice of the  English press and public regarding Anarchism. Never
theless they had been able to give valuable assistance to Russian com
rades, and now they had solved the difficulty of the constant visitations 
of spies by taking two attached houses on a 21 years’ lease, in one of 
which was a room capable of holding 800 people. The Social Democratic 
and the  Zionist movements are of very little importance among the 
Jews of England. 

WALTER,for the English movement proper, reported on the activity 
of the FreetZom group of London, which continued to publish the  
monthly paper of that  name (circulation about 1,500), started 21 years 
ago. The group had also a good sale of pamphlets, a number being a t  
present in print and others projected. Another group had been 
formed for the weekly publication of the Voice of hh0?41. ,  circulation 

i 
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about 2,000. The object of this paper was  to  infuse the  Laboiir move
ment with the  spirit of direct action, and it appealed alike to Unionists 
and non-Unionists [Unfortunately, i t  has since ceased publication 
owing to lack of support.] There wet e also several provincial groups 
who kept up  the old traditions of street-corner propaganda, and 
iecently a n  attempt t o  organise regional Unions for skilled and 
unskilled workers had resulted in what practically amounted to  a n  
Anarchist Federation of seven or  eight groups.

ROGDAEFF,for Russia, explained that  t h e  movement only became 
visible in  that  country five years ago, groups in Odessa and Bielostock 

I 	 being among the  first, together with that  of Ekaterinoslar, now one of 
t h e  strongest. There were the  widest diffeiences and tendencies with 
regard to  tactics, the  Ural  Congress, for inshiice, admittin.. Syndical
ism, while the  Polish movement was all foi seciecy. Faking tho 
country as a whole, t h e  secret organiqations are  by far the  strongest. 
Then there are groups formed for special purposes, fo r  agitation 
against taxes or against the  Army. The Baltic provinces are  particu
larly strong in  anti-niilitarist groups. There is also a strong organisa
tion for piopnganda in the  Navy. All of these are well supplied i i t h  
literature that  includes translations of all the  best foi eign writers. 
B u t  the  Syndicalist or non-secret activities in the  towns have been and 
are very important. I n  St Petersburg and Mowow there are  Unions 
of unemployed, who force the  Govertlment to give them work, and 
attack the  shops if this is not forthcoming; and a t  such times there is, 

~ 

of course, a n  intense propaganda of wholesale expropriation I n  t h e  
country also this  principle is a t  work ; in  Georgia, for instance, whereI t h e  village of Goulgouly became purely Communist and remained so 
for ninety days.

MUNTZICHdescribed how t h e  work of t h e  Proudhonists and 
Bakuninists in Servia and Bulgaria was choked by the  advent of 

I 	 Marxism after t h e  Turco-Russian War. Newspapers have been started 
in both countries, and in  spite of their short lives they will shortly 
reappear, for t h e  movement is distinctly increasing. Also in  Dalmatia 

I there  is a n  Anarchist movement of great promise.
MALATESTAdeclared that  Socialism in Italy was born Anarchist. 

The number of Anarchists in  some districts is surprising. I n  Ancona 
~


l and Mavsa Carrara the  majority of inhabitants may safely be said t o  

be Anarchists, and this year hRs seen a great reaction against t h e  
Social Democracy of the  Socialist Party, which reaction has created 
a new Syndicalist movement, in  which Anarchists are  taking part, and 
which is i n  many respects Anarchistic. 



-- 

The French report was held over for the following (lay, as it dealt 
mainly with the qiiestion of organisation. It w~irc:agreed that  110 more 
reports should be taken owing t o  the  amorin: of time iiecessitnted by 
t h e  t r a  n SIR tiori s, 



way we should gain by federation. Resides helping each other and 
keeping the  rcvolutionaiy spirit alive and em nest, we have to  remember 
th:h there car1 be no revolution without tho mass of the  people. 
Plopaganda must still bo our f i rd  object, and for this  we need feclera
tiori of all who agree in principles and methods. His  motion rend :-

“ The Anarcliisk awemblecl in Congress nt Amsterdam, 
Considering tha t  t h e  ideas of Anarchism and of organisation, fa r  

from being incompatible, as has often been supposed, romplete and 
explain each other, the  whole principle of Anarchism being t h e  free 
01 ganimtion of productive worlrei s ; 

That  individual action (important as it is, and at certain moments and 
in  certain countiies even of gi eater importance than collective action) 
caiinot fill tho want of collective action, of united movement ; 

That  the orgnnisatiori of t,he militant foices would give new life t o  
t h e  popxganda, and would help forward the  penetration into t h e  
working classes of the  idens of revolutionary federalism ; 

7’1int oi gmisation foiinded 011 identity of interests does not exclude 
01 g:*nis:itiori founded on identity of aspirations and ideas ; and 

That, without estxblishing between them any useless, nay, possibly 
hai mfril connection, they have both a specific activity arid a well
dcfiried clifTeient but complementary object ; 

ltecomrnend the  comrades in  all countries to  put  on their agenda 
the  formation of Anarchist groups and federation of groups.” 

FNMAGOIDMAN(America).-We are  often accused of a desire to  
xrinihilatc society, we are  constantly cdled t h e  enemies of orgnriised 
society, and there have been somc who, calling themselves Anarchists, 
liare put  forward a n  ideal of society without oiganisation. But this 
merely clestrnctive conception of Anarchism rests on the  fallacy of 
considering present society as orgxnised. That  is not so. The Stc& is 
not a soci:ii organisntion ; i t  is an orgariisntiori born of despotism arid 
maintained by force, and iriiposed by foice on the n i m m .  IncZiutry is 
not organisecl for the sake of industry, i t  is simply an exploiting organi
sation, exploitntion bring the  basis of protit. The Army is not a social 
organisntion ; it  is a cruel instrriment of hlind force. Thc Schools are 
not or gnriised fo r  education, bnt  everywhei e they are  still barracks 
wheiein to  drill the  human mind into suhmission to  social and moral 
spooks, and so facilitate the  perpetuation of the  piesent system of 
exploitation. For 115, organisation is a n n t a r d  oi fnn ic  gro\vtll, and the  
test of sach orqanisation mast bs thnt i t  slid1 increabe and liberate our  
own individuality, tho very contrwy of :dI the  so-called o q p i s n t i o n  of 
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to-day Certainly we do not want such a n  organisation of non-entities, 
but  an organisation of self-conscions individualities. 

Before the morning sitting was closed, TEIONAR(Belgium), on a 
point of order, wished to  observe that  although this was ari Anarchist 
Congress, we had voted [on the  order of the  day]. This was surely 
most unreasonable. 

MALATESTA(Italy) requested tha t  this matter be at once taken into 
consideration as bearing directly on the question of organisation. 

MONATTE(France) insisted on t h e  ditference between Parliatnentnry
voting arid free voting. The one was a n  expression of power, the other 
of opinion. 

(Holland) thought i t  was obvious tha t  any  votingCORNELISSEN 
in this Congress left the  minority absolutely free. It was simply a 
convenient method of grouping and defining different opinions.

MARMANDE(France) did not wish t o  take up  any  theoretical 
discussion on the  point. W e  want t o  show each other how we 
think. If there is a better means of doing so, we shall 
discover it. 

Other speakers having expressed similar opinions, t h e  matter was 
allowed t o  drop. 

IAfternoon. 
ANA RCI..IhX AND ORGANISjl TION (continued). 

CROISET.-h dealing with this question we have got away from 
first principles. W e  must go back to  them. Comrade Donois seemed I 

t o  forget tha t  the  first necessity of Anarchism is individual liberty, 
However much we may talk about Anarchist Communism-and he 
(Croiset) was R confirmed Anarchist Communist-we cannot get away 
from the fact tha t  t h e  principle of life is, " Me first and then t h e  rest,'' 
We do not want any  hypocritical altruism here. Life is always the  
individual struggle against necessity, and i t  is only necessity t h a t  
forces us to  co-operation. Anarchist Communism means t h e  most 
advantageous compromise between individual freedom and necessary 
organisation. When any form of organisation or any  system of 
co-operation becomes permanent, i t  inevitably becomes despotic. I 

NAcm was not i n  sympathy with the  previous speaker. H e  was 
not only in  favour of Syndicalism as already defined by others, but  also 
of Anarchist Syndicalism existing alongside the other Syndicalism. ITe 
felt t h a t  t h e  merely propagandist groups were entirely useless. He 

ishculd make straight for active expropriation. 
THONAR(Belgium).-The Congress itself was a sign of evolution 
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towards organisation of some kind. The necessity of the  moment was 
to  unite all over the  woilil so tha t  when anything is t o  be done we 
could act togother. H e  declared himself a Syndicalist as well as a n  
Anarchist, in  spite of the  Syndicates not being Anarchist. And he did 
this because he recognised that  t h e  practical and effective movements 
of the  world are  mass movements. We, too, must push forward as a 
mass movement. 

VORIIYZEK(Bohemia) could not see tha t  even extreme Individualism 
necessitated a denial of organisation. H e  did not know t h a t  t h e  
Individualists wrote against organisation-Stirner certainly wrote i n  
favour of it. He held tha t  the  popular saying was t rue  in this  as i n  
everything else : extremes meet. Obviously we must avoid any form 
of organisation which might breed authority, but he  saw no danger i n  
federation provided tha t  no executive was appointed or allowed t o  grow 
up. I I e  would like to  insist on the  necessity of keeping clearly apar t
t h e  Anarchist International and the  Revolutionary Syndicalist orgnni
sations, while a t  the  same time encouraging every form of mutual aid 
between them. H e  should like to  touch on another point by t h e  way.
Possibly the  Congress might later on define its opinion of expropria
tion as it was a t  present being practised in  Russia. H e  would like to  
make the personal declaration that  however much the  individual might 
be devoted to the cause, he could n o t  consider expropriation for 
individualist uses a clean method of life. 

GOLDMAN(America).-Fifteen years ago there  seemed to  be a n  
antagonism between Individualism and Communism ; now i t  is impos
sible to  separate them. The liberty of the  individual depends on 
individuality. W h a t  we are  working towards is a state of society i n  
which social, economic, or sexual subordination will be impossible. She 
had known Anarchist groups in  which objections used to  be made to  
the  personal habits of individuals, their manner of dressing or of 
woaring their hair, or smoking and so forth. This disappears as we 
learn how t o  live together and to  understand the  Communist principle 
of toleration. A s  to  expropriation, this must be judged entiiely 
according to  individual cases. It would be obviously absurd to  strike 
off a member of a group because he had been forced to  steal for his 
immediate needs. 

The Congress then adjourned till next morning. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUS'C 28th. THIRD DAY. 
LANUE1 

AN,4RG'I7ISlll A N D  0121 
niisuntlerstrtndirig about Individualism niidMBLATE~TA.- -T~~ 

Collectivism is entirely one of terms. Some of us mean one thing by 
these words, and some another ; arid we do not alwfiys use them in the 
same way. For himself, lie woulcl define two kiticls of Individualism. 
There is that  of the  individual who thiriks of nobody but himself, of 
developing his individuality without consicloration of others, o r  else : k t  
their expense ; tha t  is the  Individualism of the  capitalist and of all 
oppressors,-bourgeois Inclividualism. And there is the  Iridiviclualisln 
of others who, for their own happiness, inlist be assured of the  
happiness of others,-who desii e t h e  well-being and integral develop
ment of all individuals ; that  is the Iridividudism of tho Anaichists. 
And in older to  realise tliis, orgmisntion is nccessaiy, Tr uc fieedotti 
is only in  voluntary oi gnuisation. Tiie v e ~ yreason tlicit we are  not 
free is because we are  not orgnniscd and the cnpitalists :lie. H o w  c;tn 
a single individual pcasarit free hiinself? .He can only do i t  by 1 
organisitig witli his fellows. 

As t o  the desirability of organisation in  the  Anarchibt inovernent 
itself, the  h c k  of i t  is a constant reproach to  us. Take oiily a h  ail 

instance what happens when one of us is threatened witli impriboti
meiiL. Is it tlic Ariarchists who otgitiise those monster demonstlatioris 
which by sheer weight of public opinion force the authorities to  wiLh
hold the sentence? N o ;  we left it to  the  Pieetliitilrers and the  
Socidists to  libeiate Ferrer. Wliat is wanting among us is primarily
the  spirit of action. When tlint coines we slinll orgnnise, ntid uo fear i 
of authority creeping into our organisations will daunt  us. While we 
do nothing i t  is only riaturd that  our orgnnisations fade, but  when we 
see what there is t o  be clone, and set out to  do it, then thc In te r -
national will become a reality. It is riot for propaganda tha t  i t  is 
wanted-with or witliout international orgnnisation t h e  pi opaganda . 
grows-but we need i t  for action. Whenever there is a. revolutiotinry 
movement anywhere in  the world, inte: national organisation becomes 
necessary. 

( A t  this point various telegrams of greeting were read, and a le',ter 
from a Chinese delegate expt e k n g  his regrets far his enforced absence 
through sudden illness.)

RAnrus, though entirely in agreement with those who had spoken 
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iri favour of tlie principle of' orgitiiisation, felt niorc in symp:ithy with 
the viewpoint of Cwiset t l i i t r i  with that  OF Uunois. W e  rririst iiot s:iy 
tha t  oiily now (lo we begin to  uriderstn.nd Anaidiisln ; we are sirnply 
utilising the  iri1wit;iuce of the  pioneers. An Anarchis$ 1 riterriatioiial 
milst be a voluntary association of gi'oiips nticl fetlerntioiis fouiidetl on 
the basis of frectlorn for the  individiinl. .He wislred to  protest ag;ii!ist 
the  idea t,li:Lti t  should learn arid Lc:icli " teclinicnl means " for tho beliefit 
of the Syndicalist movement. It must be the means.of furtliei.irig tlie 
propaganda of Ariarcliist ideas, for only iii:istnucli as tlie Syriclicdist 
movement is a means to  this end does Anarchism concern itself with 
Hyncliwlisni. 

BAGINSKYheld i t  absuid to  imagine tl1n.t inclividn:il liberty arid 
orgcanisatioii are aiit,agonistic. We clo not want Kropotkin only, or 
Stirrier orily, biit botli a t  once. We mrrst mi t e  them arid lbsen too. 
On the other hand, w e  cnnriot regard tlie State as ni i  oi,gnriis;ltion; iri 
every m:tnifestation of itsrlf i t  proves to  be simply iiistitntiori for 
the application of M i i d  Force. An Ariai~cliist org:inisatioii woiilcl 
iin.tuidly'be without tlint force, authority. Nor do we warit siniiliwity 
in oiir orpni;ation, bn t, on tlie coritrni~y,the  greatest possible vai.iety,! so that  i t  may i~espondto tlie needs of the grentcst possible iiuiiiber of 
different indivitliulities. 

COILXELISWNfelt strongly tliat all Annrcliist orgariisnliutis inrrsl be 
irideperiderib of :ill other orpiiisntioris. H e  felt tlirtt we Iiad Iieni,d too 
much of Individ iialisin, wid tha t  some corni.:~descarried i t  so fai. t . h t  
the shorigest iridivitliinl Annrciiist would end by bccomiiig a 1li01,i~l 

despot. 'The despotism of pei,son:ility is a thing we inlist gr ind 
against. We have still to discover the f w m  of orgnnisntjoii that wou ld  
lenve t,he individual free while at the  same time snfegunrdirig 11s 
against tliis. 

, B I L ~ U T C I I ~ U Xwas not so sure of the necessity of isolaling Arinrcliist 
orgnnisntions. l i e  was proud to  say tlint he was attending tlie 
Coiigress as cle!e.pte of :in An:ircliist gronp arid a, Minei,s' U iiion, 
which had combiiied foi. that  rJUl'1)OSe. I l e  did not see why thcrc? 
shoulcl 1i:ive been so much talk ahont Individrinlism ai i t l  frcec1o:n. 'lllie 
liberty of' the iridividunl is only limited by tlie lilierty of others. When 
two individuals begin to  interfere with ench otrlier,there is 110 libwty 
for either. 

CIIAPELIERrose to  rcply to what Cornelissen had said regarding tlie 
despotism of personality. It was obvious that  while there existed incn 
emiriently more active, irio1.e intelligent, a r i d  more capable tlian otliers, 
this moral authority would continue. The only w:~yto abolish that  

i 
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authority is to  educate all so tha t  each one may find his special sphere 
of activity and freely develop his personal cqncities. 

SAMSONdid not see tha t  t h e  question was so much one of Gndirig a 
suitable form of organisation. There would alw:iys be discontented 
iitclividnals in  any form of organisation, but if the orgmisntion is  really
busy their discontent will not upset it.  Besides, they are  always as 
free to  leave as they were to  join.

It was then agreed to  close the discussion as the  afternoon was 
required-for R private sitting a t  which t h e  same question would be 
trented from the  practical side. The  above resolution (Dunois) was 
carried unanimously together with the  following addition suggested by 
by Vohryzek and Malatesta :-

“ An Anarchist federation is a n  association of groups or individuals 
ill wliich no one can impose his will or limit the initiative of others. 
It 1x1sfor object t o  change all t h e  moral and economic cortditioris of 
present society, and to this end i t  employ5 all adequate means.” 

Afternoon (Private). 

A s  a result of the afternoon sitt,ing, the  following resolution was 
liaiided to  the Press :-

‘‘ The Anarchists (individuals and delegates of groups and federa
tioils) assembled at Amsterdam declare tha t  : 

The Anarchist International is constituted. 
It is composed of existing orgnnisations, and of individuals, groups, 

and federations who shall adhere, * ’  

Individuals, groups, and federations shall remain autonomous. j 

A n  International Bureau is constituted, composed of five delegates. 
r ll l i e  Bureau will found international Anarchist arcllivcs, accessible 

to  :ill comrades. 
It will put  itself into communication with Anarchists in  all 

countries, either directly or through three comrades chosen by the 
groups or federations of those countries, 

For individual afiliation to the  International, the  individual must 
be identified by a n  organisation, by t h e  Bureau, or by comrades known 
to the Bureau. 

The expenses of the Bureau and archives will be covered by the  
affiliated federations, groups, and individuals.” 
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Evening. 
A N A R C I I I ~ S M  A N I )  S'Jr~VIIICALIASJf. 

RloNATTE.--Befoie dealing with the  general question of the rela
tions between Anarchism and Syndicalism, let us see what is meant by 
t h e  latter in  Prance. The revolntionary Syndicates ale composed of 
men who, while they are  by no means all Anarchists, a re  all anti-
Parliamentat ians. The basis of Syndicalist orginisation is one Union 
for each trade in each locality. These Unions, or Syndicatcs, are 
grouped together locally by the  Bourses du  'l'ravid, which a re  unfor
tunately sometimes subsidised by the  mnnicipitlity. The Syndicateq 
are :&o federated nationally by trades, these federations a t  presettt 
numbering sixty-four, with headquai tem usually in  Paris. Out  of 
these and the Bourses d u  Travail is formed the Confederation-that is, 
one delegate from each Bourse and each national Syndicate. This d u d  
organisation has been found most effective, and i t  now remains only to 
strengthen i t  by supplementing t h e  Bout ses du  Travail by about seventy 
regiorlal orgmisations, thus  linking up the  wholc soiinti y. The wholo 
history of the  movement shows the  mistrust of the workers fol Pailia
mentary action. Over and over again the politiciaiis have tried to win 
them, and for this ieason they were for a long time shunned by 
Anarchists. B u t  with the  political success of Millerarid t h e  atmospliei e 
cleared. Then came the  union of all revolutionists, arid the  Anarchists 
showed tha t  they were organisers. There are still a few Syndicates 
outside the  Confederation-the Miners, for example-but they will 
soon join. The Syndicalist movement is the  workers' movement, arid 
for tha t  reason alone all Anarchists should join their Syndicates. 

Direct Action is the one principle of Syndicalism, and the  strike is 
the  most important form of action in  the  Syndicates. Some Annichists 
might say to  him : W e  do not want strikes ; we want revolution Bnt 
he would ask them : How is the  revolution to  come before tlie w0rket.s 
know their power? Every strike is a lesson in revolutionary action. 
A strike is also the  best means of propnganda. Until a great strilm 
aroused t h a t  province, Brittany was the most backward par t  of Frailce. 
Since the  strilre the  number of Syndicates there has grown to ovor a 
hundred. To have taken par t  iii a serious strike brings to each man a 
tdtal change of mentality. H e  must clear up one popular misunder
standing about t h e  movement in France. It was often imagined tha t  
t h e  business of the  Confederation was to  order strikes, and that  
Syndicate., could not strike without referring tlie question first t o  the  
Confederation. This is  entirely n mistake. The Syndicates arid their 
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sections are  absolutely autonomous and strike when they think fit, 

simply advising the Confederation of the  fact. 
I n  putting the case for Syndicalism he woiild point out  tha t  tho 

General Strike, to  have any permnnent effect, is obviously more com
plicated a n  an!tir than  any merely political revclut,ioii. It ivould have 
to  be carried ont  with a clear understanding of what was wanted, and 
with an absolute confidcnce in  the orgnnisntions, An:trchists had 
begrin to  lose confitience in the coming revolrition in Prance, Syndical
ists hnd restored it.  R e  wonlrl not deny tlint there were serioiis 
dnnge:s in the movement, besides tha t  most serious one of the sillxi
dising of the I5onrses du  'i'ravxil. There wns the  danger of ceritrnlisa
tion, yliich naturally chokes individual initiative to  n certain extent. 
1Iei.e was work for Anarchists-and in fighting against this they 
wonltl find m:my Socialists with them. Then there was tlie danger of 
oliicialism. I t  was inevita,lde tha t  the man wlio lincl been sitting in :I 

secix!tnry's aririciiair year :xft.cr yew slio!ild begin t o  tnlro n clifl'ei,ent 
view of the niovcnicnt to wlint hc (lid when !I@ was moi.!ring in  tho 
mine or tlie shop. Evet-.g An:u.chist in the  Syndicntes would nnturnlly 
oppose this d:ingorons pi inciple of re-elcct>ing oflicials. Finnlly, lie 
woiiltl w:wn Anarchists ag:rinst joining Syndicfites simply to  rise them 
as ficlds of pi.opag:indn. Let  them join as exploited workers pnre arid 
simple first, :IS Inen of noble opinions after. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29th. FOURTH DAY. 
LANCEpresiding. 

f i  A ~ Am m m r  A SI) ,TSDJCA u s f i r  (contilL?6eti). 
LANCE,in declnririg t.lie sitting open, point,ed out t1ia.t while several 

of the  I>rit,c!i daily neivsppers were givitig good long repork of the 
Congress, the  current nnmber of ~70v?~??m%had no mention of it. 

A F n a ~ c i nCOMRADE.--NO~tias IFibmnn 
A I~ELCIAN Le Peuple !COMIL?DE.-N~~ 
Amidst much h g h t e r  ~hLhTEs'1 'A rose t'o congratuhte  the  h c i d  

U ~ ~ i o c r > i t non hnving adopted a poiicy of silence in place of their old 
one of misrcpwscntat '1011. 

LANCErcmiided the  Conpess tha t  hefo1.e noon of next day the 
three qiies"tions, Syndicnlisin, the Gencrnl Si.rilte, and Anti-l\lilitarism, 
had to 1)c disposed of. 

It  was rirrnnimously agreed to  taltc tlic first t w o  togc?t,lier. The 

,, 
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Syndicalists. He had himself been such a strong advocate of elitering 
the Syndicates that he had even been accused of being a Syndicate-
maker. That was all very well at  one time, but now we are confronted 
with “Syndicalism,” the doctrine. H e  would have nothing to say 
against it if he could believe that Syndicalism alone could, as was 
claimed for it, destroy Capitalism. But who could expect to over-
throw Capitalism while remaining a servant of capitalist production ? 
Together with a solution of the unemployed probletn, they might do i t ;  
but the fact of the matter was that as the Syndicalist organisation 
grew nearer and nearer to perfection, the number of unemployed grew 
greater and greater. Certainly, Syndicalism in this way can emancipate-
a part of the workers, but not all. It is only too obvious that the 
Syndicates make a serious division of the workers, and often enough
without doing any harm to the capitalists. 

Do not let us make any mistake about what we mean by “solidarity
of the workers.” It is often used as if there existed some natural 
ecouomic solidarity among the exploited workers. But this class 
solidarity even is only an abstraction. The material fact of life under 
existing conditions is the personal antagonism between all workers. 
Solidarity is an aspiration, and in that alone lies its importance to the 
workers. It is an aspiration that is capable of transforming the 
economic conditions of a nation, for the direiences of economic 
conditions are not due to financial causes, but to the varying spirit 
of the people in the different countries. Indeed we may as well 
confess at  once that t h e  purely economic struggle is not sufficient ; it 
must be based on an intense moral struggle, for changes in economic 
conditions soon readjusted themselves where the moral conditions of 
the people remained unaffected. 

Of one point about Anarchists in Syndicates he was quite certain,
that no Anarchist could take an official position in,a Syndicate without 
placing himself in a false position. Indeed, he was not sure whether 
even the plain Anarchist member of a Syndicate would not before many 
years find himself in a false position, for he was only accepted until 
the Syndicates bocame really strong, and then he would be asked to go. 
H e  did not see why France should consider herself in a novel condition ; 
English Trade Unionism began in just the same revolutionary tone, 
and look at i t  now ! 

H e  should like, in pnssing, to clear up a misunderstanding of terms. 
H e  often heard political action referred to as if it involved Parlia
mentarism. This was a great mistake. What, for example, was 
Bresci’s act? Was it economic? No;  it was political. Marx was 
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responsible for this confusion. H e  approached the whole question 
from the economic viewpoint, and sonietirnes almost takes it for granted 
that the peasant enjoys paying rent to his landlord. This is manifestly
absurd. KO peasant-and no other worker for that matter--likes 
paying rent ; he does so simply because of the force-the political
force-that is behind the landlord. 

H e  now came to the General Strike. What he objected to was the 
idea, so freely propagated by some Syndicalists, that the General Strike 
can replace insurrection. Some people fondly cherish the idea that we 
are going to starve the bourgeoisie. We should starve ourselves first. 
Or else they go so far as to admit that the General Strike involves 
expropriation. But then the soldiers come. Are we to let ourselves 
be shot down ? Of course not. We should stand up to them, and that 
would mean Revolution. So why not say Revolution at  once instead 
of General Strike? This might seem only a question of words, but i t  
goes deeper than that. The advocates of the General Strike make 
people think they can do things without fighting, and thus actually 
spoil the revolutionary spirit of the people. It was propaganda of this 
kind that brought about such illogical positions as that taken up by 
the strikers recently at  Barcelona, where they did fight the soldiers, but 
at the same time treated with the State. This was because they were 
under the delusion that it was only an  economic question.

H e  considered that some of the pamphlets published on the General 
Strike did nothing but harm. I n  the first place, it  was a fallacy to 
base their arguments, as some of them do, on a supposed superabund
ance of production. Not being much of a hand a t  statistics himself, he 
once asked Kropotkin what was the real position of England in this 
respect, and he was told that England produces enough for three 
months in the year only, and that if importations were stopped for four 
weeks everybody in the country would die of starvation. The modern 
possibilities of transport make it undesirable for capitalists to accumu
late food. It was estimated that London was never provisioned for 
much over three days, in spite of all her warehouses. 

I n  dealing with this question of the General Strike we must begin 
by considering the necessity of food. This is a more or less new basis 
for the conception. A peasant strike, for instance, appeared to him as  
the greatest absurdity, Their only tactics were immediate expropria
tion, and wherever we find them setting to work on those lines it is 
our business to go and help them against the soldiers. And then he  
had read somewhere that wo ought to go and smash the railway 
bridges ! H e  wondered whether the advocates of such foolishness ever 

I 



her, us reaiise cnac cne benerai ncrih-e IS only one means 01ngtmng 
t h e  capitalists, and let us  find out  how i t  works in practice, how really 
to  use it. If the Governments have perfected t h e  arms of repres
.sion, we must set to  work to  perfect thoae of revolution. We rieed 
more knowledge; we ~ v x n tnew methods of fighting; we need a 
iech.?ziryz.e nailitni7.e. In his o~vn,early days wher? they talked about $he 
General Strike for the first time, every mar? had his own rifle and 
revolver, his plan of the  town, of t h e  forts, msenals, prisons, Govern
ment buildings, and so forth. i2'ow:tdnya nobody thinks of t,hese 
things, and yet. they talk on glibly about revolution. Look at what 
happened i n  Soiith Italy. The Governmelit shot down peasants by :he 
hundred, R u ( 1  t.iie only soldier tha.t was h u r t  fell off" l ik  h o ~ s eby 
accident. (It mas this massacre tha t  made Bresci take extreme action. 
H e  believeil a telegram which WRS sent him from Rome saying tha t  the  
King himself had ordered the soldiers to shoot wit,hout mercy.) 

If me talk about revolution, then, let us  at least be pi.epa.rec1for it. 
Binfortr~nat.ely!the  fight must be hrutal. R e  wonld like t.o th ink  
nthermise-hiit how c o ~ ~ l dit be ? W e  cannot let, ourselves be killed. 
These :IN a few of t h e  t.I)ings he would recomniend t h e  comrades fo 
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interests. H e  wished, moreover, to  point out  tha t  if we did not  want 
t h e  Syndicates to  support the  Social Democrats, w e  must join and use 
our influence to  the fullest extent. _ _  ._- - -~ ..____c ~ -=--All. wnrkem-nnininnq anarf 
should enter their Syndicates. 

FRIEDEBERGexpressed himself in favour of' Syndicalism as a, mear19 
of direct action.- .Anarchists should enter . . t h e  neutral (non-politica1),? 1. .. . .aynalcates, and where these d o  not exist, should set to work organising 
them. 

TTOHItYZER considered Syndicalism only one form of econom' 
wtion. H e  was very doubtful of the  utility of some of the agitatior 
carried on by the Syndicates. For instance, what mas  the uw ( 

agitating for higher wages when the  cost of living automatically r i s i  
2.,;th "_.,:-,,-,.A-A ,C -..A ..C --..J.-..b:..- 0 
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slavery of the producing masses, thus causing an 
,gonism of interests between them and those who 
)our ; 

9iealiaC. nraaniaat inn fnnnrlorl nn thu hoaia  nf nonnnmir 


and take collective possession of the instt ti ttirntd and produce of 
IAour, the Syndicate wil l  eventually trirnsforni itself into a productive 
group, thus having in itself the living germ of the society of 
tc-illorrow; 

Advise the comrades in d l  countries, without forgetting that  
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-.i n e  nnarcnisw assemaiea at iims6eraam aeciare cnat me uenerai 
Strike with Expropriation is a remarkable stimulus to organisation 
and the spirit of revolt when advocated as the manner in which the 
total emancipation of the proletariat can be accomplished. 

The General Strike is not t o  be confounded with the political 
General Strike, which idea is nothing but an ettempt of the politicians 
t o  use the General Strike for their own ends. 

By the extcnsion of strikes to whole localities, districts, or trades, 
the working class moves towards the General Strike with Expropria
tion, which will mean the destruction of society as i t  now exists and 
the expropriation of all the instruments and means of production.” 

ea 
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conditions ot labour, and as unions ot productive woricers Which can 
help in the transformation of capitalist society into Anarchist 
Communist society. 

The Congress also, whih3 admitting the eventual necessity of the 
:,-.-mw- Q--rl:nol;at 5Lvuy‘D,r n n n n - m n m r l m  tlinformation of special revolutAvlJmcJ n r n i r n a  

IuuvLoLu~LIcIDLIJIIULUwUIIDV 

comrades to support the general Syndicalist movement. 
But the Congress considers it the duty of Anarchists to constitute 

the revolutionary element in these organisations, and to  advocate and 
support only those forms of direct action which have in themselves a 
revolutionary character, and tend in that manner to  alter the conditions 
of society. 

The Anwchista cmsider the Syndicalist movement as a powerful 
means of! revolution, but not as a substitute for revolution. 

They recommend the comrades to take part in a General Strike 
even if plroalaimed with the aim of capturing the political power, and 

&LA.. ..,.,.LLl.- -..- *- --l-,. +I.-*.. c!.,..t o  do all1 wov VUUUIUIY C L ~ U  w I U L ~ K G  bllG1: wylldicates put  forward 
11Ut?rtions of efoiioniic hghts. 

The Anarchists further think that the destruction of capitalist arid 
autihoritarian society can only he realised through armed insurrectic)n

:.*:-.. 1 .~ ~ ~~ ~1 - I ~  1 I,. ..--- 2  L 1 . - 1’1^_^_^ 1 cl..-:Lancl cxpropriarion uy Irorce, ana mar 6110 U S ~1 __I..__.. 
01 ~ l i t )UUIIUTBI DGrIKu wid 

kiyndicalist tactics ought not to make US forget other m1ms of direct 
notion against t h o  militory power of govei-niiimt.R.” 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 30th. FIFTH DAY. 
LUGE presiding. 

A * ~ ~ ~ r - ~ ~ ~ l ~ r T A ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
%f.4UvANDR thought this was a subject on which we were all 

entirely agreed, so we could briefly define our position towards the 
general Anti-Militarist movement as Anarchists, and then take our 
places at the Anti-Militarist Congress then opening. Anarchists had 
been largely instrumental in starting the agitation, and had always 
recognised the value of desertion and propaganda with revolutionary
action inside the army. 

MAL~TESTAwould like to point out the difference between 
4~archistsSnd some other Anti-Militarists. Some of the latter take 
simply tlie tinancial or economic viewpoint of the agitation ; others 
would like to abolish armies but not the police. 

The following resolution was then accepted unanimously without 
fnrther discussion :-

*‘The Anarchists, desiring the integral emancipation of humanity 
and the absolute liberty of the individual, are naturally the declared 
cnmiies of all armed force in the hands of the State,-army, navy, or 
Fdice. 

They urge all comrades, according to circumstances and individual 
tumperaiuent, to revolt and refuse to serve (either individually or 
collectivdy), to passively and actively diiobey, and to join in a military 
strike for the destruction L of all the instruments of domination. 

They express tlie hope that the people of all countries afected will 
v-eply to a declaration of war by inrurrection. 

. I .  . .  , , . , 1  . 1 . . .,, , . 1They declare i t  to be tneir opinion mat m e  Anarcnists will s e ~m e  
exmlple.” 

This practically closed the Congress, Saturday morning being 
devoted to  a private sitting. In  the afternoon, a short discussion on II 
resolution presented by CAAPELIERtook place, in which he advocated 
Eqperrnto for Anarchist international communications. The following 
I esolutioii was fnd ly  accrpted without opposition :-

‘‘ The Congress expresscs the hope that all Llnarchists will study 
the problem of H I I  iiitvrnational language.” 

The Congress then closed with regrets that no time had been found 
available for the dircussion of the other sub.jects on the agenda
-4Icol1ulism,Pro?uc:ive ,Isiocintions, and the Tntegral Edracmtion of 
Uti il d ren. 
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